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Ex-Mutants #4 
"Everybody Dies!!" 


with a wonderfully heart-warming ending. . 
This entire issue is dedicated to Catnip ¢& 
Lawrence, David Lawrence's cat 
who lived for an amazing 19 
years. Catnip's story is told ae 
in the letters column of this issue. 


be 
ken 


On a personal note: I also had a cat who lived for 19 years. At least 
that's the best I can figure. She showed up as a little thing in the 
summer of 1985 and passed away curled up in her favorite spot in 
the summer of 2004. She had three names - Dad called her Kittiepuss, 
Mom called her Mamma (she had several litters of kittens before Mom 
settled on this name) and, in the final years of her life, I called her 
Babydoll. I'd like to dedicate this issue's scan to her. So, here's to you 
Babydoll! I hope you've found great happiness in your afterlife! 


I hope you enjoy this book as much as I have! 


KING SPYDER 


DECEMBER 7TH, 2008 


VERSION 


Zamazing., 


Well here it is, November 
We here at AMAZING have been 
chugging along for about a third 
of a year now, bringing you EX- 
MUTANTS every month. This 
month, we've got two books for 
you, EX-MUTANTS #4, and EX- 
MUTANTS #1: THE SPECIAL ED- 
ITION. 

And by now, you're pro- 
bably convinced we’re a one-trick 
pony, bringing you are one title or 
so every month, more or less on 
schedule, but in our own little cor- 
ner, not really to compete with the 
big boys. 

Wrong. 

Be watching later this 
month for the AMAZING explo- 
sion! Some of these books of 
been coming for a long time; 
some were even previously 
scheduled. But when we had pro- 
blems getting them ready, making 
them the books we wanted to 
publish, we had a decision to 
make. Rather than rushing to 
market with an inferior product, 
we waited. And now, they’re here! 


EX-MUTANTS will be here 
next month, as usual. EX- 
MUTANTS #5 will introduce the 
first AMAZING’s new series. En- 
ter: THE NEW HUMANS! 

And the very same day, 
with any luck you'll be able to pick 
up NEW HUMANS #1! Both writ- 
ten by yours truly, EX-MUTANTS 
#5 is drawn by EX-MUTANTS 
veteran Ron Lim. 

And in NEW HUMANS #1, we 
think, you'll like the team at the 
artistic helm. 


or 


| know what you're think- 
ing. Big deal, EX-MUTANTS and 
a spin-off. Some explosion! 

But there’s much more. 

This month also offers 
AMAZING COMICS PREMIERES 
#1, the first issue of our new 
showcase book. Some months 
we'll be bringing you new series 
premieres or pilots, some months 
off-the-wall one-shots. And | hope 
the book will have the same enter- 
taining mix, and have the same 
kind of success, as the early years 
of DC's Showcase 

The first issue features 
NINJA* BOTS, by veteran Marvel 
Comic’s scripter Roger McKen- 
zie. Roger worked with Frank 
Miller, no less, on the beginning 
of the revitalization of Daredevil, 
so you know he’s a writer to be 
reckoned with! The art is by Kevin 
VanHook, a newcomer we think 
may be a big name in no time! 

Roger’s also bringing the 
SUN RUNNERS with him. The 
SUN RUNNERS have run off 
again, and this time they've stop- 
ped at AMAZING! TALES OF 
THE SUN RUNNERS #3 brings 
the series to the edge of its 
ultimate resolution, courtesy of 
Roger, Glen Johnson and Jim 


Sinclair. And wait till you meet 
Shifter and Geo! 
Then, there’s DAEMON 


MASK #1, a graphic novella 
reminscent of the old pulps and 
golden-age comics, featuring a 
Shadow-style hero, the Whisper- 
er! It’s written by Stuart Hopen, 
and drawn in an E.C.-ish crossed 
with Golden Age style by Russ 


HEY KIDS! COMICS! 


Martin. And it gives you 32 pages 
of story cover to cover! Not often 
you get that kind of bargain. 

And our final premiere for 
next month is PHIGMENTS. This 
long awaited super-team book is 
ready at last! PHIGMENTS #1 is 
written by DC and Marvel veteran 
Alan Rowlands, and drawn by 
Evan Dorkins and Jim Fern! If 
suspense and mystery are your 
style, you'll love this book. Alan 
and Evan are so secretive about 
the surprises they have in store 
that even | don’t know what's go- 
ing on! 

And that’s just the rest of 
November. 

In December, we'll bring 
you even more! A special treat for 
you robot fans, as AMAZING 
PREMIERS #2 introduces the UN- 
TOUCHABOTS! JACK FROST 
#1, by the same Kevin VanHook 
| mentioned earlier, and further 
proof of the big things we expect 


from him 
WABBIT WAMPAGE #1, 


based on the popular game, 
answering the question ‘‘What 
would have happened to Elmer 
Fudd if Bugs Bunny had a really 
bad temper?’’ KAMIKAZE CAT 
#1, revealing the untellable 
secrets of the comic book in- 
dustry, as Kamikaze is drawn in- 
to the dreaded Hush-Hush wars 
The SUN RUNNERS CHRIST- 
MAS SPECIAL and, of course, 
the latest issues of our continuing 
series! 

But, of course, | can't even 
mention these till next month! 
Same Bat-time, Same Bat-chanel, 

— David Lawrence 


EX-MUTANTS™, Vol. 1., No. 4, for 1987. Published 12 times per year by the AMAZING PUBLISHING COMPANY, 1841-8 E. 65th 


Street, Long Beach, CA 90805. Mitch Everitt, Publisher. Printed and sold by Pied Piper Press, Inc., 3755 Milan Ave., S.W., Wyoming. 
MI 49509, (616) 531-7956. Mark Hamlin, Business & Distribution Agent. Edited and packaged by Campiti & Associates, 2405 Warwood 
Avenue, Wheeling, WV 26003, (304) 277-1103. David Campiti, Editor. AMAZING COMICS" js a trademark of the Amazing Publishing 
Company, THE EX-MUTANTS " is a trademark of TriCorp Enterprises, Inc., licensed to the Amazing Publishing Company. All promi- 
nent characters in this issue, and the distinctive likenesses thereof, are TM David Lawrence & Ronald Lim. Story and art) 1986 David 
Lawrence & Ronaid Lim. All rights reserved. Cover price $1.95 U.S. and $2.95 Canada. Everything's fictitious except the price. Call 


(304) 277-1103 for Advertising Rates & Information; ask for Lawrence. A Campiti & Associates Production. Printed in the U.S.A 


! owas’, IT LOOKS LIKE 
E "NY LAND... 
GOP! 
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ouT! é 


LISTEN UP-- SOMETHIN‘ 
TERRIBLE'S HAPPENIN‘, 
IN THE CITY! - 
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY: 
DAVID LAWRENCE : RON LIM ¢ TIM PZON- BOB PINAHA 
Amazing Author Astounding Artists Literate Letterer 


(PS.WE DIDN'T REALLY FORGET WILLIAM DAVIDSON, EvITOR. 
WE JUST WANTED TO SEE IF HE'S PAYING ATTENTION!) 


fi Fie 
‘ is 


\ 
om 


yy a a x ‘| Lif — — 


US, BELUSHI? \ 
JC o#, We GET THE 
/ EASY JOB-- 


g | \\W\ 


Wit 
Wi 


a | RS 
ZB —S 
WHAT A Be 
nee 
OS ee. 
\ 
, 


NOS 


im e N 
oil 6 Ws 
MEN GS MRSS = 


( 


r 


f fa ye 
feeien A MENS 


rv 


12 


YD 


Sere 
AX | 


lm: 


= 
>’ exe \# 


SQ 
—_—— SS 


in 
é : “eS 
| | : TY tly a WW 
‘ Ye =—7- g od d : : \ IN VY 
J tb : Be : 3 
ck: ey! AS — C1 igs, « S ~ 
yi 7 
<<, gre Yo iPS o2 y 
| ' : = n Z 
2B Ns FIs Z 
a) X l is [Na <a 5 => 
rat r 4 <4 NI . - : 
iy ohn <i ~ ' \ 
pe Fy 7 2 ZS . “A 23 \ 


COME ON, ERIN! YOU'RE 
NOT THAT MUCH BETTER 
THAN I AM 


...5O WHEN I REALIZED WE WERE 
(NING OF RACIATION SICKNESS, 
WE RETURNED TO THE LAB TO 
FINP YOU. YOU WERE MISSING-- 


--AND THEN WE FOUND 


".-OUR CHANCES OF 
bole’ ie LOOK 


THERE, WE JUST 


WSEL. 
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fran HE JUST DOESN'T WANT US TO KNOW 


MUCH TROUBLE HE'S IN! 
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IT WON'T REALLY 
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sii Bx rr: ___ HAPPENS! 
THAT SHOULD 


BUILT ON EQUAL 
OF FEAR AND APATHY, , 


"WHEN YOU WERE 
THE APPEARAN ord " 
YOUR EX-MUTANTS THOUGHT ALL HOPE 


CHANGED ALL THAT! “--THEN TO PLAN 
AND ORGANIZE! 
Zz 


{ DOC! WHAT /s IT?! 


--AND LIKE YOU SAY, 
WE'VE GOT NOTHING 


SO WHAT DO YOU WHAT (0 YOU 
THINK? SHOULD I THINK? IF YOU'RE 
KILL YOU NOW-- NICE, MAYBE I 


“YOU'LL CIE FIRST 
THAT, GIRL! 
y 


ANP YOU--DOES LIFE MEAN 
SO LITTLE To YOU DISLOYAL 
FOOLS THAT YOU'> 
COME HERE NOW, 
EN BESIDE HIM? TO TOUCH YOU 
MYSELF! SON-~ 


THE BEAST IS GONE, 
YOUR EX-MUTANTS 


ARE HELPLESS-- 


I CAN'T BELIEVE IT, DOC! YOU 
TOOK CARE OF BOTH OF 
MONSTERS! 
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IT'S YOUR <(\\S 
ONLY CHANCE. _)\ 
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--I MIGHT NOT KNOW 
FOR A LONG TIME. 
SO YOU'RE ZACK! 
| , TOL? ME 
YOU WERE A GOO? 
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TEP WITH LOVE AND 


2 
THE NEW HUMANS! = 


ON SALE NOW 00 


Send your letters to: 


2405 Warwood Ave., Wheeling, WV 26003 


CATNIP LAWRENCE 
1967-1986 


Or at least that’s what the 
marker says. Her true age will 
always be uncertain, but the 1967 
seemed reasonable based on the 
vet's guesstimate. 

| finished writing this issue 
on the day Catnip died. The vet 
told me a couple days earlier that 
she wasn’t likely to last the day. 
My vague unhappiness with my 
previous draft of the script and 
Catnip’s impending demise came 
together, and the result was what 
lothink is the best script I’ve 
written for the series thus far. | like 
to think it’s Catnip’s last gift to me. 

Catnip always was a tough 
old broad, and she hung on 
longer than anyone could have 
expected. On her last day | put 
her out on the fire escape, in the 
sun, because in her last years that 
was her favorite spot. My first 
copy of EX-MUTANTS #1 came 
through the mail, and | read it to 
her. | helped her drink her water, 
and did whatever | could to make 
her comfortable. | sang the 
Beatles’ ‘‘Golden Slumbers”’ to 
her several hundred times. 

Finally, as night came, 
fearing she might linger for 
several days in what had become 
unbearable suffering for both of 
us, the vet came to the house to 
put her to sleep. | held Catnip till 
she came. Gratefully, Catnip was 
unconcious by the time she 


arrived. And so, as | held her, 
she was given an overdose of 
anesthetic, and peacefully passed 
away at about 9:30 p.m. on 
August 12, 1986. 

It’s two months later as | 
write this, and | still miss her. 

Catnip was buried in the 
Animal Memorial Park, in the 
suburbs of Pittsburgh, PA. 


tee 


And now for your letters... 


Dear People, 

I'd like to say one thing 
right away—I absolutely loved EX- 
MUTANTS #1. Let’s hope you 
can keep the quality high and the 
entertainment entertaining. | think 
you can do it. 

Now for my much valued 
comments and criticisms on EX- 
MUTANTS #1. The ad in The 
Comic Buyer's Guide first caught 
my interest. The entry in the 
Amazing Heroes Preview Special 
sold me. When | received my 
“fix” at the Book Swap and saw 
EX-MUTANTS was part of it, | 
knew it would be one of the best 
comics I'd read. The cover, 
although not award-winning, was 
very attractive, and the price was 
very reasonable for what was 
inside. 

The insides were an enter- 
taining masterpiece. | loved it 
from cover to cover. The writing 
is top notch, the lettering flawless, 
and the art is beautiful. Even the 
preview of #2 is well-designed. 


Some of those mutants look real 
nasty. The editorials were enter- 
taining, unlike so many others. 

As for the characterization, 
| thought it was a little lacking, but 
I'm sure it will improve. As we 
follow our five heroes I’m sure 
we'll learn more about them. Will 
we be seeing more of Doc Cugat? 
He’s one of my favorite charac- 
ters, along with Belushi, Vikki 
and—Fred?!! 

For some reason, | believe ~ 
Fred is totally human, which 
would explain why he wears the 
mask, and why he’s the leader of 
the other mutants. 

| loved the conversation 
between our heroes around the 
campfire. | snicker even as | re- 
read it. This is going to be an in- 
teresting set of relationships. | 
liked how you played the scene 
between Vikki and Belushi. Please 
continue on this track. 

How is Belushi going to 
handle travelling with four beauti- 
ful women? We all need male 
companionship sometimes. So far 
Belushi’s handling it as | would, 
with a sense of humor, but how 
long can he keep it up? 

Did | tell you | love this 
book, yet? 


Sincerely, 


Kris Boose 
107 Cherry Ridge Road 
State College PA 16803-3309 


You know, Kris, you're the 
first person to worry that Belushi 
will miss male campanionship. 
The general drift on the subject 
has been a lot closer to ‘lucky 
guy, | wish | were him.” 

As for Fred, all! can say is 
the mysteries of the great one are 
many. And despite the outcome of 
this issue, many of those secrets 
will be revealed in the coming 
months, both here and in our up- 
coming companion title. More on 
that later. 


Dear Everybody, 

I'd like to congratulate you 
all on a comic that was, overall, 
well done. 

Being among the many 
who are skeptical of black-and- 
white comics, | was hard-put to 
plunk down the $1.80. But then, 
the splash page caught my eye 
and sparked enough interest to 
convince me to part with my hard- 
earned currency. Mr. Lim and Mr. 
Witherby have created that fine 
line needed so desperately in 
other black and whites. The art 
simply screamed for color, but did 
fine without it. Besides, the 
women look magnificent! 

Sadly, the same cannot be 
said about the basic plot and 
current storyline. While | realize 
groundwork must be established 
early, it seemed the writers tried 
to cram too much into the pre- 
miere issue. 

In one segment, Doc finds 
the solar battery, then five 
mutants are ‘‘cured,’’ next 
“weeks” of training and BAMM! 
they're great fighters, as we see 
their skills successfully put to the 
test, and finally our heroes ramble 
off to unknown adventures, hope- 
fully without this kind of bland 
storytelling. 

There is much potential 
here for a great book, and | look 
forward to watching it unfold. Just 
take it slow and easy. 


Yours, 

Steve Slick 

1608 32nd Ave. 
Gulfport MS 39501 


Steve, I’ve never taken 
anything slow and easy, as any of 


my drinking buddies can attest. | 
do, however, agree with most of 
your criticisms of the first issue. 
Yes, | probably did cram too much 
in, but | wanted to get most of the 
back-story out of the way earlier, 
and I'd probably do the same if! 
had it to do over again. | do hope 
the current storyline has been 
more to your liking, and I’d like to 
congratulate you on writing the 
first non-rave review. A guy loves 
the pats on the back, but a little 
constructive criticism once in a 
while never hurt anyone. And on 
that note, | think I'll run the most 
negative letter we’ve received thus 
far... 


Gentlemen, 

| like the story so far, but 
there is one very glaring problem 
with the story that makes it diffi- 
cult to even consider this anything 
but a farce. 

All the girls are wearing 
high-heeled boots. | am learning 
to use a Shinai, and the first thing 
| had to learn was to keep my 
balance up on the ball of my foot 
so | could shift my weight to parry 
without losing my balance. No 
mater how good someone is at 
balancing on heels, it is impos- 
sible for any serious fighter. 

So get rid of the boots. If you 
don’t believe me, try to fight in 
heels. Even cowboy boots with 
their relatively low heels can shift 
the balance enough to create pro- 
blems. But at least cowboy boots 
would be better than what they 
have one, and more durable as 
well. 

Which brings me to the 
clothes. Boy, are they going to get 
cold at night! Belushi will have it 
made trying to keep them all 
warm once the weather turns bad. 
How about dropping the model 
routine and getting them in some 
more sensible clothing? Then | 
may take you seriously. 


Bonnie Foreman 
102 Ellen Street 
Syracuse NY 13202 


I’m tempted to answer with 
a wisecrack along the lines of ‘‘If 
you think heels are impractical for 
combat, you’ve never been kicked 
by a girl who’s wearing them, ”’ but 
you do raise a worthwhile point. 


The best answer | can give you, 
Bonnie, is I've never seen a comic 
book costume that looked prac- 
tical, and the same thing goes for 
most movies and TV shows also. 
The point of the thing is too make 
the characters look good. The 
Batman’s costume is probably the 
best looking one ever designed, as 
far as I’m concerned, but have you 
ever considered how impractical 
itis? The cape would probably get 
him killed the first night. And every 
time | look at Robin, | hope the 
climate in Gotham is awfully 
tropical. 

So try and judge our char- 
acters by what they do, not what 
they wear. | already think that Erin, 
after just four issues, is as strong 
a woman character as I’ve come 
across in comics. | don’t think the 
other girls are far behind her 
either. Hope you agree with me. 


That’s about all we've got 
time for this time. Just want to re- 
mind you that EX-MUTANTS #5 
will be around next month, and it'll 
bring you a sneak look at the latest 
series from AMAZING. Spinning of 
from the pages of EX-MUTANTS 
into their own title are THE NEW 
HUMANS! So look out for EX- 
MUTANTS #5 and THE NEW 
HUMANS #1 next month, for a 
double dose of post-holocaust 
excitement. 

And as for me, I'm re- 
turning to the closet, where men 
are but empty suits. 


—David Lawrence 


